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( 22 7 ) 

An ExtraB of a Letter Written from Rome, datzd 
the i 6th. ^/'November lafl, to Signior Sarotti, con- 
cerning a Dijcovery made upon the Inundation of 
the Tevere. TranjJated out of the Italian. 

f Believe you have already heard how the Inundation of 
our River has done feveral considerable Mifchiefs all a- 
bout this City, fpoilinsr feveral line Houfes, and very lar: v e 
Aqueducts, by breaking down their conducts, &c. It has 
in feveral Places, (efpecially without this City) by breaking 
the Ground, difcovered Vaults unknown before, great part of 
them full of earthen Urnes, and Sepulchers, but of no great 
confederation, by the Inicriptions they had upon them : On- 
ly in a Place within two Miles of this City, where there 
was fome great an dent Ruines, the Water having pierced 
a flrong thick Wall which joyned to a great Country Pa- 
lace, and palling under the fame, broke out at a corner of 
an Aqueduct by the faid Houfe, where there was found a 
fmail Vaulte of an Oval Figure, in which there was a Stone 
Sepulcher pretty large, with the following Inicription P. M. 
R. C. cum Uxore, and more, which could not bedifcerned; 
By this fame there was a great earthen Urhe ihut up very 
ciofe, which being opened, there came out fuch a ftrong 
Smoake, that it made the Man that was by it almofi giddy . 
the Smell was like Bitumen, but being quickly difperfed 
they found in the bottom of the laid Urrie an earthen Po- 
made up as a Lamp, full cf a Materia Okofa, which by de- 
grees, as the cold Air got into it, grew hard. 

Several perfons fuppofe this to be one of thofe perpetual 
Lamps that the Antients mention : For my part, I cannot 
give yet my -Judgment; but after that the runnel's mall be 
better examined, I (hall give you a further Account of it ; 
intending to go my felf to fee it, becaufe the Gentleman in 
whofe Palace it was found is my good Friend, 

A Re- 



